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Part of the Ritual Studies Monograph
Series. Examining the secretive dynamics
of competing land claims among the Arosi
of the island of Makira (Solomon Islands),
Michael W. Scott demonstrates the
explanatory power of ethnographic
attention to the nexus between practice and
indigenous theories of being. His focus on
the ways in which Arosi understand their
matrilineages to be the bearers of discrete
categorical essences exclusively emplaced
in ancestral territories forms the basis for a
timely and accessible rethink of current
anthropological representations of
Melanesian sociality and opens up new
lines of inquiry into the transformative
relationships among gendered metaphors of
descent, processes of place making, and the
indigenization of Christianity. Informed by
original historical research and newly
documented variants of regionally
important mythic traditions, The Severed
Snake is a work of multidisciplinary scope
that proposes critical and methodological
shifts relevant to historians, development
professionals, folklorists, and scholars of
religion as well as anthropologists.
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